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PREFACE 


During the last three years Canada has been expanding and improving her 
plant, equipment, buildings and other capital facilities on a larger scale than 
at any time in the past. Yet these accomplishments have not been as great as 
Canadians would have liked to achieve because of materials shortages. 


Looking forward in 1949, this report surveys the outlook for the production 
and supply of materials needed in the carrying out of the investment program 
that are or have been in shortest supply. A companion study released con- 
currently, Private and Public Investment in Canada, Outlook 1949, reports on the 
probable level of demand this year for new capital goods and for repair and 
maintenance. The two reports, together, provide information for an appraisal 
of the volume of investment and repair likely to be achieved in Canada during 
1949. 


Thirty building materials as well as primary iron and steel and lumber are 
covered in this report. Estimates of production are based upon a survey of 
manufacturers’ intentions. If their intentions are realized supply should be 
substantially greater and more balanced than in 1948. Large production gains 
are expected for enamelled sanitary ware, heating equipment and cement which 
were most consistently short last year. The anticipated small improvement in 
the supply of iron and steel may also be reflected in domestic production of 
machinery and equipment. 


The large gains in the production of building materials last year permitted 
full realization of investment and repair plans for 1948, although delays occurred 
because of local shortages. This year no significant change in the volume of 
investment and repairs is expected. As supplies of building materials are to 
increase, investment and repair plans for 1949 should encounter fewer obstacles 
than last year, and a further moderate increase in the productivity of the build- 
ing industry should be within reach. Difficulties in procurement are expected 
to be limited mainly to iron and steel products, while for an increasing number of 
materials, demand is likely to determine supply. 


Agencies of the Department of Trade and Commerce that contributed to 
this report are, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the Co-ordinator of Building 
Materials and the Steel and Timber Controllers. The report was prepared by 
Mr. Martin Hollinger, assisted by Mr. T. R. Vout, of the Economic Research 
and Development Branch. 


ALEX SKELTON, 


Assistant Deputy Mvinister, 
Department of Trade and Commerce. 


OTTAWA, 
February, 1949. 
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SECTION I.—INTRODUCTION 


Canada is in the process of accomplishing a record volume of investment 
with unprecedented speed.“ Each year since the end of the war, industry, 
institutions, housebuilders and governments have increased their demands for 
capital goods for expansion, replacement and modernization as well as for 
materials and parts for maintenance and repair. The pressure to increase the 
production of the needed raw materials and manufactured products has never 
been so great. 

Back of these insistent demands are the under-replacement and under- 
maintenance of plant and equipment during the depressed thirties and the war— 
a period of over fifteen years—the neglect of modernization and of expansion 
and development which the increasing physical needs of a growing population 
and latterly high levels of income and employment have made necessary. Thus, 
presently high levels of investment while making possible the achievement of 
full employment are at the same time establishing the productive facilities which 
are needed to provide for high and rising standards of living for Canadians. 


Carrying out so great an investment program required a vast mobilization 
of Canada’s resources of labour and plant, and a meshing of the output of many 
industries, to name only a few, machinery, basic and building materials and 
construction.® The machinery and raw materials industries, greatly expanded 
during the war, came out of the conflict operating at relatively full capacity. 
The construction industry was in a less favourable position having lost much 
of its labour during the war and being hampered in expansion by the length of 
time required for training large numbers of tradesmen. Nevertheless higher 
wage rates, improved training facilities and immigration contributed to a rapid 
increase in the supply of labour in this industry. 


TABLE 1—EMPLOYMENT AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURES IN THE BUILDING 
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES, CANADA, 1945-1948. 


Building Materials Industry Construction Industry 
Year Number rue on Number ie cierire 
Employed () Vanier of Employed fentions of 
(thousands) doy) (thousands) | doliara} 
19 A. « PRR: SD...) . BG. pase) il 171 17 
De i Be i ee eS 84 16 227 21 
EL og ie ARN aides ae Bi sco eae re 98 28 252 32 
ee tre: buts Sysetion. t4158. anw. 105 32 289 48 


@) Employment reported by firms with 15 or more employees. 
(2) Not available 
(3) Preliminary 


The impact of the investment boom was perhaps greatest on the building 
materials industries. This group of industries, in many cases carried over the 


(1) Private and Public Investment in Canada, Outlook 1949, (Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, February, 
Hatd for opel years, Outlook 1948, Outlook 1947 (Department of Reconstruction and Supply, Ottawa, March, 1948 and 
March, 1947). : 

(2) A comprehensive study is made in Investment and Inflation With Special Reference to the Immediate Post-War Period: 
Canada, 1945-1948, (Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, February 1949). 
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general heritage of the depressed prewar years. Being most closely associated 
with the construction industry the effect of the depression was particularly 
severe. During the war years there was comparatively little gain from the 
general expansion and readjustment of plant, labour forcé, wages and prices, 
as these industries were relatively less important in the latter years of the con- 
flict. Since the end of the war the building materials industries in many instances 
had to contend with materials and labour shortages, run down plant, inadequate 
capacity, relatively low wage rates and prices, etc. At the same time, there 
was the genuine hesitation to expand capacity greatly in an industry which 
had always experienced such wide fluctuations in the demand for its products. 
If the mobilization of an adequate supply of labour was relatively easy to accom- 
plish, because of the comparatively large proportion of semi-skilled workers 
needed, there was the sheer physical effort and time required for bringing into 
operation the plant capacity to increase greatly the supply of building materials. 


TABLE 2.—PRODUCTION OF SELECTED MATERIALS, CANADA, 1939, 1945 AND 1948 


Production 
Material Unit — ————— 

1939 1945 1948 (2) 
Lisi belie: sorts. hark aica cadens tatty tate ak ones Million aa eet... caates 4-0 4.5 Oe 
Pioslrona 3s ob pyss. Pee Se CDROOT EISSN ogee MallionsiNietyionsSie::. «een. 0-9 1-8 2-1 
COOMOR Gs Ay 2 Accs Sho Me eee ee ah A WUIOR Darrel. c. kh Meat. 5-7 7:8 14-0 
Gypsuin WallbéardiG: Yel: . 1S HIG eal Million Square Feet........ 78-2 134-0 238-5 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings............ Thousands ons). cea cre: 16-5 20-8 45-7 
Bitie lL Goer. tee ee ee ae v5 or "PHOUsgsucy LOS: . hres oot c 42-4@) 56-3) 102-1 
Furnaces—Warm-air and Heating Boilers..| Thousand Furnaces........ 39-6 48-7 74-5 


_() Preliminary 
(2) Estimated 
The outstanding accomplishment of the building materials and related raw 

materials industries has been reflected in the gradually improving supply position, 
despite the growing volume of investment since the end of the war. Each year 
production has been expanded greatly and for most materials the level reached 
last year greatly exceeds wartime or prewar peaks.” As a result fewer invest- 
ment projects have been held up or delayed because of building material shor- 
tages and the output of these materials, as well as machinery and equipment, 
has improved with each increase in the supply of raw materials, notably iron 
and steel. 


Today the supply position is such that all investment projects planned for 
1949 by industry, governments and housebuilders, etc. should be carried out 
with comparatively few supply difficulties. Critical shortages are few, although 
supplies in most cases are still hard pressed to meet up with demands. The 
most serious of these shortages continues in building materials made of iron 
and steel, pipe and tube, nails, enamelled sanitary ware and cement and gypsum 
products. 

DEFINITIONS AND COVERAGE 


This year the report deals with the same building materials that were 
covered in Outlook 1948.@ The thirty building materials which enter directly 
into new construction or into the repair and maintenance of buildings and other 
structures, dealt with fall into the following groups; cement and cement prod- 
ucts (3 items), clay products (4 items), rock wool products (2 items), gypsum. 
products (3 items), roofing products (2 items), plumbing supplies (3 items), 


(1) See Section IV, Table 7. 


(2) Surveys for two previous years have been published—Production of Basic and Building Materials in Canada, Outlook 
1947, and Outlook 1948. (Department of Reconstruction and Supply, Ottawa, March 1947 and March 1948). These reports 
are referred to as Outlook 1947 and Outlook 1948. 
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enamelled sanitary ware (3 items), heating equipment (4 items), other iron and 
steel products (2 items) and miscellaneous building materials (4 items). In 
addition, primary iron and steel and lumber are covered since the supply of 
these materials is of importance in construction and in the manufacture of 
building materials as well as of machinery and equipment.” 


It should be borne in mind that this report is only concerned with an overall 
appraisal of the Canadian production and supply position and prospects. No 
account is taken of regional variations. Data are obtained from current official 
statistical sources or from special surveys. All figures for 1948, the latest year, 
are preliminary.® Forecasts for 1949 represent producers’ intentions as seen 
by them a year in advance. In past years these figures usually have been found 
to be somewhat conservative. No allowance is made in these forecasts for 
unexpected interruptions in production which may occur due to plant break- 
downs, strikes, etc. In connection with forecasts of domestic supply it should 
be borne in mind that Canada is not a large exporter or importer of manu- 
factured building materials and supplies. 


(1) As the domestic supply of most raw materials is on the whole adequate to meet the needs of the investment program 
planned for 1949, this report is confined to iron and steel and lumber. Outlook 1948 dealt with in addition, asbestos, gypsum, 
coal, coke and copper. 

(2) See Appendix, Sources and Explanatory Notes. 
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SECTION II.—PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS IN 1948 


During 1948 there was a marked improvement in the availability of build- 
ing materials. Supplies were greater and, on the whole, more balanced. The 
flow of materials from producer to user was more rapid and smooth than in 
1947. It is estimated that the average house took seven months to build in 
1948 compared with eight months in the previous year. 


The domestic production of nearly all materials increased considerably, and 
In some cases, much more than was expected at the beginning of the year. Most 
important were the gains in heating and plumbing supplies, enamelled sanitary 
ware, cement and gypsum products, which were especially short during 1947. 
This was largely attributable to increased supplies of raw materials. In several 
cases production was either lower or did not increase to the extent of production 
capacity, e.g., certain roofing and insulating products. This would appear to 
show that in some cases supply has caught up with demand. Imports of build- 
ing materials were, with a few notable exceptions, lower in 1948 than in the 
previous year. However, the reduced supplies from abroad were more than 
offset by greater domestic production. 


The large increase in the supply of iron and steel last year was of special 
importance in permitting the carrying out of a greater investment program. 
Domestic production of pig iron increased from somewhat less than 2 million 
net tons to more than 2-1 million net tons, that is, by about 8 per cent. The 
domestic production of steel ingots and castings increased from over 2-9 million 
net tons in 1947 to over 3-2 million net tons in 1948, that is, by about 9 per 
cent. 

The improvement in the overall domestic supply of iron and steel was 
almost entirely due to greater domestic production, since imports were about 
4 per cent higher in 1948 than they were in 1947. Early last year it was expected 
that imports of steel mill products would decrease. Since Canada is heavily 
dependent on imports, mainly from the United States, the Canadian supply 
position would have been greatly affected. In the United States the steel supply 
position was tighter during the first nine months of the year than in the previous 
year, because of the large and growing demands for foreign aid and military 
programs. For this reason Canada voluntarily agreed to accept a substantial 
reduction of imports from the United States. However, the supply position in 
that country eased during the closing months of the year, and as a result, 
Canada’s imports were only slightly lower. On the other hand, imports from 
other countries increased. 

The Canadian iron and steel industry’s performance during 1948 was 
remarkable in view of the handicaps with which it was confronted. The produc- 
tion of pig iron was still hampered in the main, by lower grades of ore and coal, 
and to some extent, by the need for furnace repairs long deferred because of the 
war. Steel production was limited largely by the shortage of scrap. However, 
these handicaps were overcome by the longer and improved operation of both 
blast furnaces and open hearth furnaces. A number of steps taken jby the Govern- 
ment contributed to increased production of steel ingots and rolling mill prod- 
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ucts. The industry was aided in the procurement of scrap from abroad and 
where necessary a subsidy was paid.’ The Government also directed and assisted 
the movement of a large tonnage of semi-finished steel from steel mills with 
insufficient finishing capacity to those capable of finishing this steel into the 
needed mill forms. This contributed to increased production of steel plates, rods 
and bars. 


The improvement in the Canadian iron and steel position is reflected in the 
supply and distribution figures. The foundry industry which accounts for most 
of the production of building materials made of iron, was able to obtain about 
the same amount of pig iron from domestic production as it had in the previous 
year. At the same time, the removal of price controls on iron scrap in the latter 
half of 1947, provided an increased flow of this material. As for steel forms, mill 
shipments to the building construction industry, including public works and 
utilities, increased by over 6 per cent. There was also a significant increase in 
the domestic supply of many of the steel mill forms that were tightest in the 
previous year. The supply of structurals increased by about 2 per cent due to 
increased domestic production. The supply of plates was 4 per cent greater, 
also due to an increase in domestic production of more than 16 per cent which 
offset lower imports. The supply of pipe and tubes was nearly 25 per cent 
greater, although imports of skelp®, dropped slightly. Galvanized sheet supplies 
were about 10 per cent greater, despite the small drop in imports; and for wire 
rods, supplies were about 7 per cent greater than in 1947. 


The domestic supply of lumber also improved noticeably in 1948. Although 
the position was on the whole far from easy, it was less difficult to procure 
special types and qualities than in the previous year, e.g., flooring, veneer and 
plywood. Exports of lumber in 1948 were lower, and as a result, production 
at 5-2 billion board feet was slightly below the level of the previous year. Pro- 
duction decreased in the Maritimes because of a reduction in the volume called 
for by United Kingdom contracts. This was offset in part by greater production 
in British Columbia, largely for the United States market, and by increased 
domestic consumption. The redirection of Canada’s lumber exports to the 
United States contributed to the easing of Canada’s exchange problem. An 
improvement in lumber inventories at the distribution level was also apparent. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


The large gains in the output of building materials during 1948 were little 
short of spectacular. Production increases were achieved in 27 of the 30 build- 
ing materials covered in this report; and only in three was production lower 
than in the previous year. Production intentions of manufacturers, as provided 
early in the year, were more than realized for 16 building materials; for another 
9 they were substantially achieved; and in five cases production was appreciably 
below the forecast,® demand having determined the level of output for three. 


For 12 building materials production gains over 1947 were 20 per cent or 
more; the most notable illustrations in this category were concrete brick and 
building block, vitrified flue linings and sewer pipe, gypsum lath, cast iron soil 
and water pipe and fittings, bath tubs and wash basins and builders’ hardware. 
For another 10 materials, increases in production ranged from 10 per cent to 20 


(4) Imports of scrap were subsidized to a maximum of $10 a ton. 
(2) Skelp is used for the manufacture of steel pipe and tubes. 
(8) See Section IV, Table 6. 
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per cent; the most notable of these were cement, gypsum wall board and plaster, 
steel pipe and fittings, sinks, wire nails and paints. For building brick, structural 
tile, furnaces and rigid insulating boards the increases were more modest. There 
was a small decrease in the production of asphalt shingles and cast iron radiators; 
and a sharp drop in smooth and mineral surfaced rolls. 


TABLE 3.—_PRODUCTION OF SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, 1947 AND 1948 


) : Percentage 
Material Unit Bie ag et my on | Change 
From 1947 
CEMENT AND CEMENT PRopuctTs— 
PRC TEM DE Spec cnan Cate odih ea eek Ge ee Million, Barrels. wf... co.% 53 12-2 14-0 +15 
Concrete Brick and Building Blocks.| Million Pieces............ 51-9 62-9 +21 
Cement Pipe and Tile®. 2: ..0....... Thousand Tons........\. 134-7 159-3 +18 
Cray PRopucts— 
Building Brick (incl. Sand-Lime 
PRETO ae. 4 yh. Bcc ae ets es tics ae bs Pilon Bricks.) oe: baa: 334-4(2) 345-6 + 3 
Vitrified Flue Linings.:..............] Mullion Linear Feet...... 1-0 132 +20 
Miiriied Sewer-Pipes. 002 Le aa) Million Linear Feet...... 4-0 5-1 +28 
REre@Curat Laie.) 1 awnon fe. . tee kee Tionsand. fons: W's) ). 150-2 151 “3 + 5 
Rock Woo.t Propucts— 
Rock Wool Batts (All sizes)......... Million Square Feet...... 82:8 93-5 +13 
Bulk Rock Wocel (Granulated and 
Ese) Shale ii ad DEL een. 4 Million Cubic Feet....... 9-9 12-0 +21 
GyrsuM Propucts— 
Gv psi ol DOA .. 0c ene ee ie re Million Square Feet...... vid tong 238-5 +12 
Cy neuinin iatic: . Se I Sa Million Square Feet...... 111-1 153-9 +39 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster........... ‘Thousand Jhons.#4.4...05 119-7 143-0 +19 
Roorine PRopucts— 
Asphalt Shingles (All weights)....... Million Squares.......... 221 2-0 
Smooth and Mineral Surfaced Rolls..| Million Squares.......... 3°4 2°5 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES— 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings...... Thousand Tons sy) iY) 32-6 45-7 +40 
Cast Iron Water Pipe and Fittings...| Thousand Tons.......... hee 93-1 +20 
Steel Pipe.and Hittings) 7.) 0l ioe. Thousand: Fons). 2.09 5.4. 118-0 133-5 +13 
FXNAMELLED SANITARY WARE— 
Bath Pnbai eee ee. Teele. Thousand Tubsa . ivy. ¢3 $6 81-1 102-1 +26 
Sinks. 96. tc Wd eho maeeore tb... PhiGussnd Silnins sen aae oe 120-7 139-6 +16 
Wael BASINS incites ee ore ht. ThousandsBasins: -:.+..). 91-7 109-7 -+20 
Heating EquirpMENT— 
Furnaces—Warm Air and Heating 
Biehl cage OM, an 10 sid AOMRE c a erets Thousand Furnaces...... 71-1 74-5 + 5 
Eiectrie WateriHeaters..i.-A0. 0... Thousand Heaters....... 117-5 119-5 + 2 
Hot Water Storage Tanks (Range 
OP OTS) | ork) Pes ose oe oo - Bo Thousand. hanks te. 163-7 180-6 +10 
Casteron Kadiators....5. Babe... es. Million Square Feet...... 9-0 8-6 — 4 
OrHER IRON AND Steet PRopucts— 
Wire Nails and Spikes............... Million. KeessA tet... 1-5 1-7 +13 
Builders Hardware: oc ost Nillrow Dollars": +. 6-72) 8-2 +22 
MiscELLANEOUS PRopUCTS— 
Common, Colourless Window Glass™| Million Square Feet...... 70-2 96-4 +37 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers...... Miblion-Dollarais: oc44.434 70-9 82-30) +16 
Non-Metallic Sheathed Cable........ Million Linear Feet...... 67-0 81-1 +21 
Rigid Insulating Boards.............. Million Square Feet... 203-1 220-7 + 9 


(1) Preliminary. 

(2) Estimated (For coverage see Appendix). 

(3) Includes drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. 
(4) Imports. 

(5) Factory sales. 

(8) 4" Basis. 
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The main reasons for these large increases in production, which, incidentally, 
were greater percentagewise in many cases than in 1947, may be summarized 
briefly as follows: First, the continuation of efforts made in previous years to 
obtain greater production from existing plant, largely a matter of time for 
better organization of plant and labour; second, further expansion of plant 
facilities and greater production from new facilities which came into operation 
late in 1947, (e.g., cast iron soil pipe and fittings, bath tubs, sinks and wash 
basins, cement); third, temporary shifting of facilities and inventories of raw 
materials to the production of items in particularly short supply (e.g., from other 
products to bath tubs, sinks, and wash basins, from miscellaneous products to 
warm-air furnaces); fourth, production incentives provided by the Government 
(as for, cast iron soil pipe, and cast iron enamelled sanitary ware); and finally, 
Government aid in arranging for the channeling of at least minimum supplies 
of paper and foundry iron and steel, to building materials producers (as for, 
gypsum wall board and lath, cast iron soil and water pipe, sanitary ware, nails, 
and warm-air furnaces). 

The most serious continuing shortages during 1948 were in products made 
from iron and steel, that is, from foundry and scrap iron, steel wire, steel sheet 
and skelp. The main building materials involved were, cast iron water pipe and 
fittings, enamelled sanitary ware, warm-air furnaces, nails, steel pipe, tubes 
and fittings, certain types of builders’ hardware (i.e., butts, hinges and door 
lock sets) and of some types of electrical wiring devices, (i.e., switches, outlet 
boxes, receptacles, standard galvanized conduit, etce.). Other notable shortages 
were, cement, cement pipe, building brick, vitrified clay sewer pipe and flue 
linings, gypsum wallboard and lath. On the other hand, supplies of asphalt 
shingles, electric water heaters and rigid insulating boards were generally 
adequate, although shortages of some types were experienced. Supply was 
relatively abundant for the following; rock wool and asphalt products, colour- 
less window glass and paints, varnishes and lacquers. 


TABLE 4.—DOMESTIC SUPPLY OF SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, 
CANADA, 1947 AND 1948 


Per Cent 

Domestic Supply () Change 
Material Unit rr from 
1947 1948 1947 
Cements, Beek see ORE en rah ae Milhbon, Barrels. ose 13-4 151 +13 
Building Brick (Clay and Sand Lime).} Million Bricks........... 339-1 349-0 + 3 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)............| Million Square Feet...... 88-5 93-6 + 6 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster............. Whousand, Tons246. <6..8 128-3 152-2 +19 
Castiton, Radglatoree acc ks ub ees 6 a Million Square Feet...... 9-0 8-6 — 4 
Wire Nails and" Spikesiee a. .-mee.. oa Million Kewget, 4Nntee.7) 1-6 1-8 +13 
Common, Colourless Window Glass....| Million Square Feet...... 70-1 96-3 +37 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers........} Million Dollars........... 77-0 90-6 +18 
Rigid Insulating Boards............... Million Square Feet(?)...| 191-¢ 198-9 + 4 


(1) Production plus imports minus exports. 
(2) 3” Basis. 

The domestic supply of most building materials for which data are avail- 
able was not greatly affected by exports or imports”. However, in a number of 
cases imports contributed to the alleviation of serious shortages, e.g., cement, 
gypsum lath, sanitary ware, wire nails and butts. Where necessary, emergency 
exchange import controls were relaxed so that needed supplies could be obtained 
from abroad. As for window glass, nearly all of Canada’s supply is obtained 
from abroad. Compared with 1947, these imports were up 37 per cent and all 
demands were satisfied. On the other hand, exports of building materials were 
few and small in amount. 
~ (Q) See Section IV, Table 8. 


SECTION II.—OUTLOOK FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS IN 1949 


Current surveys of private and public investment, repair and maintenance 
intentions and of the production intentions of basic and building materials pro- 
ducers, suggest that supply-demand relationships for these materials should 
improve further during 1949. On the one hand, the overall volume of demand 
is not expected to change significantly, although a small increase is expected in 
construction. On the other hand, substantial gains should be made in the pro- 
duction of materials. The result should be a narrowing of serious shortages to 
fewer products than in 1948, and a better distributed flow of materials to users. 
Full realization of investment plans during 1949 should be possible. 


The most notable shortage during 1949, carried over from last year, is 
expected to be in building materials made of iron and steel. This general bottle- 
neck in industrial production in the past few years should be widened somewhat 
as the year progresses. The effects of the shortage of iron and steel on the build- 
ing materials industry, as long as it continues, should be mitigated by the ar- 
rangements made by the Government to assure that at least minimum supplies 
reach these manufacturers. Cement, clay and gypsum products are also expected 
to remain in short supply. 


Present prospects are for a further increase in the production of primary 
iron and steel, though not to the same extent as last year. The domestic supply 
of lumber should also improve further for special types and qualities. For other 
building materials, increases in production are expected to follow last year’s 
pattern, but for most of these the gains are likely to be somewhat smaller. 
Of special importance are the large increases in the production of enamelled 
sanitary ware and cement foreseen at the present time. 


At the moment few additions to plant capacity are being made, though 
some extensions and further improvements in the organization of output should 
contribute to greater production. In several cases greater production should 
be realized from new facilities which operated only during a part of last year. 
Imports of building materials may be higher this year because of the relaxation 
of emergency exchange import controls and the improved foreign supply posi- 
tion for some materials. Coming into 1949, there appeared to be no significant 
changes in inventories of building materials. In many cases stocks at the pro- 
ducer level represent materials awaiting shipment. 


The expected shift in the volume of investment and repairs from machinery 
and equipment to construction during 1949 points to an increase in the demand 
for building materials. For all types of construction in Canada, dollar expendi- 
tures are likely to be up about 10 per cent, while for machinery and equipment 
the expected increase is about 2 per cent. Thus, allowing for price increases, 
it appears that only in the case of construction will there be a significant gain 
in volume compared with last year. The main increases are expected for utility, 
institutional and housing construction with a partly offsetting drop in volume 
in manufacturing. These changes in the pattern of demand appear to conform 


(1) Investment, repair and maintenance intentions for 1949, and the possibility of their realization are discussed in Private 
and Public Investment in Canada, Outlook 1949. 
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to the pattern of increases in production and supply expected in building 
materials. 


Prolonged work stoppages or delays in the receipt of machinery or raw 
materials during 1949 are not expected to prevent the realization of the produc- 
tion intentions of building materials manufacturers as shown in this report. 
Work stoppages occasioned by labour-management disputes are perhaps the 
most significant, but they did not materially effect the achievement of produc- 
tion targets last year. Underlying most of these disputes was the sharp and 
continuing increase in the cost of living. However, late in 1948 the rate of increase 
was much smaller. While further price increases may occur this year, if they do, 
they are not likely to be as large as they were last year. 


Primary iron and steel may continue to be the most difficult supply problem 
during 1949. At present it seems that domestic supplies will be somewhat 
larger than last year and at least as large. Domestic production of iron and steel 
is expected to increase. In the case of pig iron a smaller amount of production 
is expected to be lost because of furnace repairs than last year. The continuation 
of subsidies on scrap, as well as Government aid in procurement abroad should 
increase Canada’s scrap supplies during 1949, and as a result, permit an increase 
in steel production. The new cold rolled sheet and strip mill at Hamilton which 
came into production late last year will permit a more diversified output of 
rolling mill products. 


Imports of steel are expected to be about as large as last year, with perhaps 
greater supplies materializing in the latter half of 1949. Any reduction in imports 
from the United States would likely be offset by increased imports from other 
countries. Imports of structural steel, plate, pipe and tubes and skelp, wire 
and galvanized sheet are expected to be the most difficult to obtain and these 
mill products are of particular importance to the building materials industries. 


The domestic supply of lumber is expected to improve further in 1949, 
particularly for special types and grades still difficult to procure. However, 
production may decrease slightly again to about 5-1 billion board feet, due to 
lower and more selective demands from abroad, mainly the United States. 
Foreign exchange difficulties of other countries still hamper increased exports 
to them. On the whole, foreign demands are expected to remain about as firm 
as last year and particularly on prime quality planks and boards. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Increased production of twenty-one of the thirty building materials covered 
here is anticipated in 1949. Only two are to increase by 20 per cent or more, 
electric water heaters and rock wool batts. Another 9 are to increase between 
10 per cent and 20 per cent, namely, cement, concrete brick and blocks, bulk 
rock wool, asphalt shingles, bath tubs, sinks and wash basins, furnaces and 
rigid insulating boards. For another 4 materials production increases ranging 
from 5 per cent to 10 per cent are indicated. These materials are structural 
tile, gypsum lath, cast iron soil pipe and cast iron radiators. The production 
of hot water storage tanks is expected to decrease by as much as 10 per cent 
due to the sheet steel supply position. The output of smooth and mineral sur- 
faced rolls for roofing may fall by about 8 per cent depending upon demand; 
and supplies of window glass largely imported, are expected to decrease by 
about 17 per cent for the same reason. 
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TABLE 5.—PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTION INTENTIONS FOR SELECTED 
BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, 1948 AND 1949. 


Material Unit 


CEMENT AND CEMENT Propucts— 
GemenGer te ces hy hoe ks Oe een OL eRe 
Concrete Brick and Building Blocks... 


Cement. Pipe and Tile(2)....¢ . i... 8. +0 Thousand Tons........ 


Cray Propucts— 


Building Brick (incl. Sand-Lime Brick)} Million Bricks......... 
Million Linear Feet.... 
Million Linear Feet.... 
vaausan cd. Ons. on).6% 


Vitrined FlueLinings! ©, tri he oe 
Natrified Sener (Pipe. . Ad. .dect. eek 
eh POT STE WS PO a RR RE ATL SE 2 


Rock Woot Propucts— 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)............ 


Gypsum Propucts— 
Gypsum Wallboard............0....0.. 
nrg et. 9 teas a Bes Ri ae 


Roorine Propuctrs— 
Asphalt Shingies (all weights)......... 
Smooth and Mineral Surfaced Rolls.... 


PLUMBING SUPPLIES— 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings....... 
Cast Iron Water Pipe and Fittings..... 
Steel. dzine,and ittiigse. mierrch, «bua dic 


FP NAMELLED SANITARY WARE— 


Hearing EquirpmMeNntT— 
Furnaces—Warm Air and Heating 
ES OUCH CUA Meds aae la of Lee reer ia. Ae 
Biecunic. Water ELeatersn. aancee eee 
Hot Water Storage Tanks (Range 
MESO OTES I rs Coe teicher rae ye Re et ear 
OSAMA ONT ENOL ROIS ae oe oh shake eee 


Orraar [RON AND STEEL PRopUcTS— 
Ware WNeils.and Spikes... 002. o 6. des 
IB Wickens: (LVarOwWwALes... ist. aeeeaeicr ot 


MISCELLANEOUS PRoDUCTS— 
Common, Colourless Window Glass(3). 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers........ 
Non-Metallic Sheathed Cable.......... 
isi Insulating Boards: : 6 ai06 .sasun 3 


Million Square Feet.... 
Bulk Rock Wool (granulated and loose)| Million Cubic Feet..... 


Million Square Feet.... 
Million Square Feet.... 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster.............. Thousand Tons........ 


Thousand Tons........ 
Thousand Tons........ 
Thousand Tons........ 


Thousand Furnaces.... 
Thousand Heaters..... 


Thousand Tanks....... 
Million Square Feet.... 


MANION Kegs 2. ih. cae 
Million Dollarsic..... 


Million Square Feet.... 
Million Dollars........ 
Million Linear Feet.... 
Million Square Feet(*). 


é 3 pecan rage 
ntentions hange 
2 1949 | from 1948 


14-0 15-4 +10 
62-9 72-5 +15 
159-3 162-5 +2 
345-6 360-9 kei 
1-2 1:9 0 
5-1 5-1 0 
157-3 167-5 + 6 
93-5 118-6 +97 
12-0 13-3 +11 
238-5 238-5 0 
153-9 167-4 dnd 
143-0 145-0 AG 
2-0 2-2 +10 
2-5 Dag aS 
45-7 48-8 ah 
93-1 93-1 0 
133-5 133-5 0 
102-1 118-7 +16 
139-6 164-9 +18 
109-7 124-7 +14 
74-5 88-0 +18 
119-5 147-2 +93 
180-6 162-4 —10 
8-6 9-3 tay: 
1:7 ee 0 
ay: 8-4 Ee 
96-4 80-0 17 
82-3(4) 83-2 Ave 
81-1 82-0 +1 
220-7 248-0 +19 


(1) Preliminary 

(2) Includes drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. 
(3) Imports. 

(4) Factory sales 

(5) 4” Basis. 


The most significant increases in the production of building materials 
are expected to occur in certain iron and steel products in short supply last 
year, e.g., bath tubs, sinks and wash basins, furnaces and radiators. HKven if 
production intentions for these materials are realized, demand is still likely to 
continue to exceed supply. Shortages of other materials such as steel pipe and 
fittings, and nails are expected to continue with no significant increase in output 


during 1949. 
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Generally, manufacturers of building materials using pig iron expect to 
increase their output, whereas for those using rolled steel products, the increases 
forecast are few and modest. There are a number of reasons for this. First, 
deliveries of foundry iron will probably be continued at last year’s level to the 
producers in question or increased if the expected gain in the production of 
pig iron is achieved. Second, in some cases, such as enamelled sanitary ware, 
pressed steel forms are supplementing supplies of the more usual cast iron forms. 
For both of these types of partly fabricated materials, import bans have been 
replaced by quotas which are to provide for at least half of the production 
increases expected. Third, in the case of warm-air furnaces, arrangements have 
also been made by the Government to channel additional supplies of sheet for 
both furnace production and installation for the first half of 1949, at least. 
Finally, the production of steel pipe and fittings and nails may be limited by 
imports of materials used in their production, skelp and wire respectively. 
However, the pattern of iron and steel building materials production may be 
varied during the year as supply and demand conditions warrant. For example, 
this year again the production of fence and barbed wire is to be reduced for a 
period, when nails are most needed, so that the steel wire thus conserved can 
be diverted to nail production. 

Important building material imports which contribute to domestic supplies 
are structural steel, sanitary ware, heating equipment, hardwood flooring, 
cement, nails and window glass. Imports of the last three were not restricted 
last year, and this year, controls have been relaxed on sanitary ware and heating 
equipment. Imports of structural steel were limited during the last quarter of 
1948 by import quotas which are being continued for the present. Hardwood 
flooring is at present still under import ban, but the domestically produced 
product should be available in adequate supply this year. 


SECTION IV—REFERENCE TABLES 


TABLE 6—PRODUCTION INTENTIONS AND REALIZATION FOR SELECTED 
BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, 1948 


Percentage 
i'l ish oe 
: . roduction ealiza- tion (1 
hk at ie Intentions tion(!) |Exceeded or 
Fell Short of 
Intentions 
CEMENT AND CEMENT PrRopucts— 
CRINGE cle ss oo ahs acm eaieen ieee Million Barrels......... 13-3 14-0 + 5 
Concrete Brick and Building Blocks....| Million Pieces.......... 52-4 62-9 +20 
Cement Pipe and Tile(?)............... ‘Thousand Tons’... >... 138-4 159-3 +15 
Cray Propucrs— 
Building Brick (incl. Sand-Lime Brick)} Million Bricks......... 343-5 345-6 + 1 
Vitrified Flue Lining 22)..).20!.. 2 Sen Million Linear Feet.... 1-1 1-2 +9 
Wren fied ewer Pipe 2)... 28)... E Million Linear Feet.... 4-4 5-1 +16 
SERIRCEUICC EE 11Oe As adie crs ee Thousand Tons........ 177-7 ss vias) —l1 
Rock Woot PrRopucts— 
Rock Wool Batis (all sizes)............ Million Square Feet.... 103-4 93-5 —10 
Bulk Rock Wool (granulated and loose)| Million Cubic Feet..... 11-7 12-0 + 3 
Gypsum PrRopucts— 
CS VTISUT, VEIOOATC.. oobi) onc Nabe s nae otis Million Square Feet.... 247-4 238-5 —4 
Gynpsimaathis |. na OR Million Square Feet.... 139-6 153-9 +10 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster............. Thousand Tons........ 148-0 143-0 — 3 
Roorrine PRopucts— 
Asphalt Shingles (all weights)......... MAlVOn Squares... Aha een ee 2-0 — 9 
Smooth and Mineral Surfaced Rolls....| Million Squares........ 3-4 2-5 — 26 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES— 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings....... Thousand Tons........ 35-8(3) 45-7 +28 
Cast Iron Water Pipe and ERPS Bs Thousand Tongler: ie 63-5 (3) 93-1 +47 
Steel Pipe and Fittings.. Pome fT Lnousann | Onsi... J. . 139-0(4) 133-5 — 4 
ENAMELLED SANITARY WARE— 
wed Myo hei oti ae an Eo, Cccalg.. Thousand Cubs... ...h 7 113-5(3) 102-1 —10 
Slarkperenctis coh 3... chee eee, Thousand Sinks........ 139-0(3) 139-6 0 
Washo asing Pha 281 ee eee Thousand Basins....... 99-8 109-7 ~ +10 
HeatinG EQqureMENT— 
Furnaces—Warm Air and Heating 
Prcnlere: . G-00.|. 23h b. BRB Bb it Thousand Furnaces..... 77-0 74-5 — 3 
Electric Water Heaters.....°/....:...5 Thousand Heaters..... 118-0 119-5 +] 
Hot Water Storage Tanks (Range 
Boilers)... .. Be ae, er tes Thousand Tanks....... 176-4 180-6 +2 
Cast-Iron Radiators... .ceretserci : Million Square Feet.... 7-8(8) 8-6 +10 
OrueEeR IRON AND STEEL PRoDUCTS— 
Wise Nails and. Spikes... ...aunacwaess Million Eerie cies: « 1-6 1-7 + 6 
bathders Piardware.... c odeade ens es Million Dollars......... 7-2(8) 8-2 +14 
MISCELLANEOUS PRopUCTS— 
Common, Colourless Window Glass(*).| Million Square Feet.... 71-5() 96-4 +35 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers........ Million Dollars........ : 1t78 82-3(7) + 6 
Non-Metallic Sheathed Cable.......... Million Linear Feet.... 74-8 81-1 +5 
Risid/Insulating Boards. . a. sc idows«os Million Square Feet(§). 226-7 220-7 — 3 


(1) Preliminary. 
(2) Includes drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. 
(3) Midpoint of range. 
(4) Revised to include seamless steel tubing. 
(5) Revised on a full coverage basis. 
(6) Imports. 
(7) Factory sales. 
(8) 4" Basis. 
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TABLE 7._PRODUCTION OF SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, FOR YEARS SPECIFIED 


Material Unit 


CEMENT AND CEMENT PRODUCTS— 


Cements: seek. aes eee Million Barrels.... 
Concrete Brick & Building 

IBlGEkS here. Bers ee ete es Million Pieces..... 
Cement Pipe and Tile®....... Thousand Tons 


Cray Propucts— 
Building Brick (incl. Sand- 


hime rick)®.. ee eaad) dae: Million Bricks.... 
Vitrified Flue Linings.......... Million Lin. Ft.... 
Vitrified Sewer Pipe........... Million Lin. Ft.... 
Structural Piles. ewes ss Thousand Tons... 


Rock Woot Propucts— 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)....|Million Sq. Ft.... 
Bulk Rock Wool (Granulated 


BNC LOOSE) A: eh lstes wwe trae ree Million Cu. Ft.... 
Gypsum Propucts— 

Gypsum Wallboard............ Million Sq. Ft.... 

Gypsum) Wath sah Re aac Million Sq. Ft..... 


Gypsum Hardwall Plaster..... Thousand Tons... 


Roorine Propucts— 
Asphalt Shingles (all weights).|}Million Squares. . 
Smooth and Mineral Surfaced 
FOULS eis Ah ce ache eee ie as Million Squares. . 


PLumPine SupeLizs— 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings|Thousand Tons... 
Cast Iron Water Pipe and 


RIUM oe oe ato se cates eee cate Thousand Tons... 
Steel Pipe and Fittings......... Thousand Tons... 
ENAMELLED SANITARY WARE— 
Bath aubs ic cisale nce aeecccre Thousand Tubs... 
SINKS. PR ast oh sk eee eres ee Thousand Sinks. . 
Wash Basins:....68 cscs danse Thousand Basins. 


Heating Eoqurement— 
Furnaces—Warm Air and Heat-|Thousand 


ing Bollers’,;.. Aco eee ke Furnaces........ 
Electric Water Heaters........ Thousand Heaters 
Hot Water Storage Tanks 

(Range.Boilers) ...)..c.00ne0e2 Thousand Tanks.. 
Cast Iron Radiators........... Million Sq. Ft..... 

OTHER [RON AND STEEL PRopucts|— 

Wire Nails and Spikes......... Million Kegs...... 
Builders’ Hardware............ Million Dollars... 


MIscELLANEOUS Propucts— 
Common, Colourless Window 
Gass Sian. o.oo opie cv S ARI he Million Sq. Ft.... 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers} Million Dollars... 
Non-Metallic Sheathed Cable.|Million Lin. Ft... 
Rigid Insulating Boards....... Million Sq. Ft®).. 


(4) Back to 1919 where figures are available. 
(2) Covering full war years 1940-1944. 

(8) Preliminary. 

(4) Production intentions at first of year. 

(5) Estimated (For coverage see Appendix). 


Pre-War 
Peak 
Produe- 
tion) 


Year| Volume 


1939 


5:7 


1929]537-0)|176-8@ 


1929291-30) 86-70) 


1939] 9-1 
1939) 1-8 


1939] 78-2 
1939) 69-9 


1939} 0-5 
1939} 1:3 


1929] 21-4 


1931] 80-6 
1929) 137-1 


1929 
1937 


1939 
1937 


ne 


eo) 
os He CO 
ooo noc 


1939 
1929 


Wr 
ow 


1929) 51-4 
1929) 27-1 


1937| 107-1 


(8) Estimates for drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. 


(7) Factory sales. 
(8) Imports. 
(°) 2” Basis. 


$-1 
1-8 


78-2 
69-9 
0-5 
1:3 


16-5 


33-1 
90-5 


42-4(5) 


War-Peak 
Produc- 
tion(2) 


1942) 8-6 


Post-War Production 


7-8 | 10-7 | 12-2 


— | 49-4 |} 51-9 
— | 94-8 |134-7 


1941} 228-1()| 209-0) 305 -7)|/334-4(5)/34 
= = 0-9 1-0 


=e 3-1 4.0 


19411117-5@] 90-2 1134-4 1150-2 


1943] 41-1 
1944) 4-6 


1943] 192-2 
1941] 80-2 


1944} 1-1 
1944) 2-2 


1941) 26-4 


1942) 50-0 
1941) 158-4 


34-4 | 54-8 | 82-8 
5-4 | 10-1 9-9 
134-0 |203-4 |213-7 
59-9 | 75-0 j111-1 
67-1 | 97-3 1119-7 
1-4 2-0 2-1 
2-4 3-0 3:4 


20-8 | 24-5 | 32-6 


45-9 | 65-2 | 77-7 
141-4 |120- 118-0 


1942) 67-06)) 56-3@)) 57-9 | 81-1 


1944) 45-3 
1944) 49-1 


1941 169-4 


— 1103-7 |120-7 


i806) | Orr 
48-7 | 60-5 | 71-1 
57:2 | 76-6 |117-5 
134-7 |131-8 |163-7 
7:2 8-0 9-0 
1-4 1-2 1-5 
4-3 5:6 6-7 
39-8 | 43-7 | 70-2 
48-4 | 56-7 | 70-9 
— | 45-4 | 67-0 
164-7 |161-8 |203-1 


Year| Volume 1945, 1946 1947 | 1948) ] 1949@) 


14-0 | 15-4 
©) 62-9 | 72-5 
159-3 |162-5 


5:6 
1-2 
5-1 
157-3 
93-5 |118-6 
12-0 | 13-3 
238-5 238-5 
153-9 |167-4 
143-0 {145-0 
2-0 2:2 
2-5 2°3 


45-7 | 48-8 


93-1 | 93-1 
133-5 |133-5 


102-1 {118-7 
139-6 |164-9 
109-7 |124-7 


74-5 | 88-0 
119-5 {147-2 


180-6 |162-4 
8-6 9-3 


96-4 | 80-0 
82-3)| 83-2 
81-1 | 82-0 


220-7 |248-0 
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TABLE 8.—EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, 
CANADA, 1946, 1947 AND 1948 


Exports Imports 
Material (2) Unit a 
1946 1947 1948@) 1946 1947 1948@) 

Cen tie be cl > TORO ee ee a ee Million Barrels......... 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-4 1-2 1-1 
Building Brick (Clay and Sand-Lime)} Million Bricks......... 6-1 4-2 4-9 1-1 8-9 8-3 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)........... Million Square Feet....| —®) — @) —@) 7°84) 5-84) 0-1@) 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster........... Thousand Tons........ 1:0 1-4 0-7 7:6 10-1 10-0 
Cast Iron vaGiatorsy. ....6 004. «ccne Thousand Square Feet.| —) — @) — (3) 7-6 43-8 0 
Wire Nails and Spikes..............4- Thousand Kegs........ 25-4 0:6 387-1 13-6 82-9 126-3 
Common, Colourless Window Glass...| Million Square Feet....| —®) 0-1) 0-16) | 43-7 70-2 96-4 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers....... Million Dollars......... 4-4 7-3 6-0 9-4 13-4 14:3 
Rigid Insulating Boards.............. Million Square Feet(6) 36-2 51-1 40-1 18-7 39-9 18-3 


(1) Comparable data are available for only nine of the 30 building materials reviewed. 
(2) Preliminary. 
(3) No exports reported. 
(4) Imports reported in pounds, have been converted to square feet ona 3 inch basis, assuming imports were all batt wool. 
ss ee of foreign origin only—the 1946 exports totalled only 4,300 square feet which is too small to show. 
6)” Basis. 


TABLE 9.—DOMESTIC SUPPLY AND DOMESTIC DISAPPEARANCE OF 
SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, 1946, 1947 AND 1948 


Domestic Supply Domestic Disappearance®) 
Material Unit — | 

1946 1947 19484) 1946 1947 19483) 
Commenter csterirnt cr te eee Million Barrels......... 10-9 13-4 15-1 11-8 13-1 15-2 
Balding Brick (Clay and Sand-Lime)} Million Bricks......... 300-7 339-1 349-0 300-9 335°0 350-1 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)........... Million Square Feet....| 62-7 88-5 93-6 62-4 88-3 93-6 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster........... Thousand Tons........ 103-9 128-3 152-2 103-9 128-3 151-8 
ak coer RiaGiatOrseee ee eco Million Square Feet.... 7-9 9-0 8-6 7°5 8-9 8-6 
Wire}Nails and Spikes................ Million Kegs........... 1-7 1-6 1-8 — @) —() —@) 
Common, Colourless Window Glass...}| Million Square Feet....| 43-7 70-1 96-3 —(@) —@) — @) 
Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers....... Million Dollars......... 61-8 77°0 90-6 — @) — (4) — (4) 
Rigid Insulating Boards.............. Million Square Feet()..| 144-3 191-9 198-9 —@) —@) — @) 


(4)iProduction plus imports minus exports. 

(2) Production plus imports plus net changes in stocks between the beginning and end of the year minus exports. 
(3) Preliminary. 

(4) 4Not available. 

(5) 3” Basis. 
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TABLE 10.—STOCKS AND STOCKS-TO-SALES RATIOS OF 
SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS, CANADA, DECEMBER, 1946, 1947 AND 1948 


Ratio of Stocks at Dec. 31 


Stocks at December 31 io Dieeatiter Cafes 


Material (4) 


Unit 1946 1947 1948 (2) 1946 1947 1948(2) 
CEMENT AND CEMENT PRopucTs— 
Genientit saa aot Peet eet. van a. Million Barrels....... 0-5 0-7 0-6 0-88 1-16 0-81 
Concrete Brick and Building Blocks..} Million Pieces........ 1-2 2-2) 2-7 0-57 0-68@) 0-58 
Cement Pipe and Tile(*4)............. Thousand Tons...... 12-2 10-4 12-9 2-19 1-17 1-66 
Cray Propucts— 
Building Brick (incl. Sand-Lime Brick)} Million Bricks....... 18-93) | 23-00) | 21-5 0-808) 0-870) 0-72 
VitrineaMlueiLiningsaccassbas seas - Thousand Linear Feet| 23-8 27-7 16-5 0-34 0-29 0-19 
IWitrIitedlSewersb Were. oh lte stn ee & Thousand Linea Feet] 80-7 53-7 85-9 0-31 0-15 0-20 
SPU UII BINNS aesoittmsais anor qed cue ere eee Thousand Tons...... 8-5 7:4 8-1 0-90 0-63 0-53 
Rock Woout Propucrs— 
Rock Wool Batts (all sizes)...........| Million Square Feet. . 0-4 0-6 0-6 0-06 0-08 0-05 
Bulk Rock Wool (granulated and loose)} Million Cubic Feet... 0-1 0-1 0-3 0-13 0-12 0-21 
GypsuM Propucts— 
GypsumbWallboardt ana 6 J. Million Square Feet. . 1-8 1-2 1-6 0-11 0-06 0-08 
Gry DRUM CH eis Gin atencastaee ee Million Square Feet. . 0-7 0-6 0-5 0-09 0-06 0-04 
Gypsum Hardwall Plaster........... Thousand Tons...... 0-6 0-5 0-9 0-05 0-05 0-08 
PLUMBING SuPPLIES— 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe and Fittings...... Thousand Tons...... 1:3 1:6 2 0-62 0:56 0-68 
Cast Iron Water Pipe and Fittings....| Thousand Tons...... — (5) 2:3 4-7 — @) 0-71 0-65 
SteeliPipeandeh ithings 5 eve Thousand Tons...... 17-2 6-7 8-9 3-63 0-77 0-75 
ENAMELLED SANITARY WARE— 
Hable Dis te pene. Peeeratas Ay yal te oo. ae oe Thousand Tubs...... 1-0 1:5 0-6 0-17 0-20 0-07 
SInK6 i ac, oevisdseecuothate vars nee Thousand Sinks...... 320 4-8 4-0 0-34 0-42 0-28 
Wash Basinse) 38°24 4 st. ee eB 2: Thousand Basins..... 3-9 6-8 3-1 0-59 0-84 0-27 
Heating EquIPMENT— 
Electric Water Heaters............... Thousand Heaters... 0-8 3-9 12-1 0-27 1-18 1-79 
Hot Water Storage Tanks (Range 
Rotlers)h Sirians. = Sa een ate Thousand Tanks..... 0-1 0:3 0-2 0-01 0-02 0-02 
Cast iron Radiators (eatery. se Million Square Feet. . 0-4 0:5 0:6 0-60 0-71 0-74 
OrHER PRODUCTS 
Non-Metallic Sheathed Cable........ Million Linear Feet. . 1-0 0-8 0:8 0-24 0-02 0-09 


(1) No information available for roofing products, furnaces, wire nails, builders’ hardware, glass, paints and rigid boards. 
(2) Preliminary. 

(*) Estimated (for coverage see Appendix). 

(4) Estimates for drain, sewer and water pipe and culvert tile. 

(5) Not available. 


APPENDIX—-SOURCES AND EXPLANATORY NOTES 


The statistics used in this report are based on data collected by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics except where stated otherwise in the notes that follow. 


Production intentions for 1949 are based on surveys of the expected output 
of nearly all of the companies which produce the building materials covered in 
this report. The questionnaires were distributed by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics and estimates of 1949 output were prepared by the Economic Research 
and Development Branch, Department of Trade and Commerce, for all but a 
few items. These estimates were then reviewed by the appropriate agencies of 
the Department. Special inquiries were made by the Co-Ordinator of Building 
Materials, Department of Trade and Commerce, in those cases where the pro- 
duction intentions indicated by the survey were considered insufficient to meet 
the anticipated requirements. Assistance was given to companies facing bottle- 
necks so that they could attain higher production targets than indicated in 
their year-end plans. Production intentions for 1949 as published here take 
account of these changes and represent final intentions as they existed at the 
beginning of 1949. 


In making use of the statistics in this report the following points should 
be kept in mind: 


All 1948 figures are preliminary; 


Stocks and sales figures are as reported by the manufacturers only and do 
not include inventories or sales at the wholesale or retail levels; 


While the production intentions shown for 1949 represent the best available 
information at the time of publication, many factors may interfere 
with these production plans during 1949, e.g., prolonged management- 
labour disputes, delays in the procurement of machinery, equipment, 
materials and parts, and an inadequate supply of skilled labour. 


Sources and explanatory notes for the materials covered in this report are 
given below. 


LumBER as used here refers to sawn lumber only. The 1947 and 1948 pro- 
duction figures and the productions intentions for 1949 are all estimates supplied 
by the Timber Controller, Department of Trade and Commerce. 


Pia Iron covers basic, malleable and foundry iron. The estimate of the 
production intentions for 1949 was prepared by the Steel Controller, Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce. 


CEMENT refers to the Portland type only. The unit of measure used is the 
barrel of 350 pounds. Sales are shipments reported by the producers plus the 
quantities used at the plants. 


CoNCRETE BRICK AND BuILDING BLocKs comprise concrete brick, concrete 
solid blocks, concrete hollow blocks and conerete cinder blocks. No information 
on a unit basis is available prior to 1946. The figures shown for production, 
stocks, ete. are estimated from data supplied by the majority of producing firms 
in the field. 


21 


22 


CEMENT Prez AND TILE means cement drain pipe, sewer pipe, water pipe 
and culvert tile. No information on a unit basis is available prior to 1946. 


BuitpING Brick comprises face and common clay brick and sand-lime 
brick. All figures used are estimates based on data supplied by the majority 
of the producers. Imports have been converted from tons to thousands of 
bricks to assure comparability with other data. 


VITRIFIED FLUE LININGS AND VITRIFIED CLAY SEWER Prien. Data on a unit 
basis are not available for these products prior to 1946. 


Rock Woo. Barr figures are for 1 inch, 2 inch, 3 inch and 4 inch batts. 
Imports which are classified as ‘‘mineral wool, n.o.p.”’ are reported in pounds 
and these figures have been converted to square feet, 3 inch basis, on the assump- 
tion that they were batt wool. 


Buik Rock Woot consists of granulated rock wool and bulk or loose rock 
wool. 


Gypsum Latru. No data are available prior to 1945. 


Gypsum HarpWALL Puaster. Exports and imports are classified as “‘plaster 
of paris wall plaster’’. 


ASPHALT SHINGLES comprise asphalt shingles of all weights and asphalt 
siding produced on shingle machines. 


STEEL Pipk AND Firrrnes. This group consists of butt-weld and lap-weld 
steel pipe, steel pipe fittings and seamless steel tubing. The latter type has been 
added to this classification because of its increased use in building as a substitute 
for butt-weld pipe. 


BatH Tuss. Production figures prior to 1946 are estimated from reports 
made to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics by firms accounting for about three- 
quarters of the 1947 and 1948 output. 


SINKs comprise flat and roll rim sinks, sink and drain board combinations 
and sink and tray combinations. Statistics on a unit basis are not available prior 
to 1946. 


Wasu Basins. No data are available prior to 1946. 


Furnacss. This classification consists of warm-air furnaces and cast iron 
sectional hot water or steam domestic heating boilers. Production intentions 
for warm air furnaces were supplied by the Co-ordinator of Building Materials, 
Department of Trade and Commerce, while the estimate for heating boilers is 
based on a survey of the producers. 


EKuectric Watnr Hatrmrs. This group comprises electric water heaters 
of the circulating, immersion, wrap-around and storage-tank types. 


Hor Watrr StoraGb Tanks. This classification covers galvanized, copper, 
Everdur and Monel storage tanks and range boilers. 


Wire NAILS AND SprkEs. The unit of measure used is the keg of 100 pounds. 


Burwpers’ HARDWARE. Figures shown as production for 1947 and 1948 are 
estimated from reports made to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics by firms 
which accounted for approximately two-thirds of the 1946 output. 


Common, CoLourLEss WINDow Guass. Production figures of the sole 
Canadian producer are not available for publication. The estimate of the 1949 
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imports was supplied by the Import Division, Department of Trade and Com- 
merce. The export figures shown are for glass of foreign origin only. 


PAINTS, VARNISHES AND LAcqurErs. Figures shown as production for 1948 
are factory sales while those of the previous years represent selling value of 
production at the works. Export and import figures cover paints, pigments and 
varnishes. 


Non-MerTAuuic SHEATHED CABLE. This classification consists of the 12/2 
and the 14/2 type of non-metallic sheathed cable. No statistics on a unit basis 
are available prior to 1946. 


Rieip INsuLATING Boarps. This group consists of panel boards, plaster- 
base boards, roof boards and other building boards made from pulp or fibre. 
Exports are classified as “pulp and fibre wallboards’”’ while imports are shown 
as “‘wallboard building board’’. Both exports and imports are reported in pounds 
and these figures have been converted to square feet, $’’ basis, to assure 
comparability with production data. 
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